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FOR FEDERAL INSURANGE LAW

SENATOR DRYDEN ANDP J. M. BECK
GET RDOSEVELT'S ASSENT.

president of the Prudential Life Will Re-

introduce In the Se nate His Bl of
,  Last Session, With Assurances of
{ the Administration’s Full Support.

OysTER BAY, Aug. 16.—Senator John F.
Dryden of New Jersey and J. M. Beok,
formerly Assistant United States Attorney-
General and now oounsel for the Mutual
Life, came here to-day to confer with the
President on Federal control of the insur-
ance busineses,

After the conference all three were hope-
ful that Federal control would soon and
guri‘l_\’ come.

Senator Dryden had a bill before the last
Congreas for the establishment of Federal
control of insurance. The bill was in com-
mittee when Congress adjourned.

After his conference with the President
the Senator decided that he will reintro-
duce the bill at the next session in some-
what altered form, though essentlally the
game, and he believes the bill will have the
Administration’'s support. The conatitu-
tional obstacles to such a law are not ex-
pected to be insurmountable.

Senator Dryden arrived here on the 12:20
train. Mr. Beck missed that train, so he
hired a special, so important was thls con-
ference deemed. Both lunched at Saga-
more Hill. Upon their return to the station
for the 4:20 train Senator Dryden said:

“We have had a patisfactory conference.”
' The Senator is preaident of the Prudential
Life Insurance Company and he under-
stands the insurance business. The Presi-
dent went over the bill with the Senator
and gave his full assent to its provisions,

In his last message to Congress the Presi-
dent sald:

“The business of insurance vitally affects
the great mass of the people of the United
States and is national and not local iu its
application. It involves a multitude of
transactions among the people of different
States and between American companies
and foreign Governments.

“I urge that the Congress carefully con-
sider whether the power of the bureau of
corporations cannot constitutionally be
extended to cover interstate transactions
in insurance.”

The bill Senator Dryden will father
carries out fully the President’s idea.

“Nearly all the presidents of insurance
companies all over the country,” sald Sena-
tor Dryden, “desire national supervision.
The laws in the various States differ, and
that gives fifty different departments
supervision. Every company would nat-
urally préfer just one set of regulations,
for that would make it so much easier to
shape policy.

“The measure I introduced and shall
reintroduce in the Senate provides for the
supervision of insurance by the bureau
of ecorporations of the Dapartment of Com-
merce and Labor. 1 wanted to sound
public sentiment on the matter by means
of the bill,

“It is not to be denied that there are serious
legal obstacles under the Constitution as
interpreted by many able lawyers, and it
remains to be seen whether such a statute
88 we propose can be made effective. There
are those who hold that insurance is not
interstate commerce and is therefore not
covered by the article giving Congress
power to regulate such commerce. But
all Supreme Court decisions have referred
to State laws, since there is no Federal
statute.”

The case of Paul vs, Virginia, decided in
the Supreme Court in 1¢63, has been cited
88 a case in point. It was a State case.
The € r rome Court has yet to give & decision
relative to & Federal statute. Senator
Diyden and Mr. Beck, both well versed in
fnsurance law, firmly believe the Supreme
Court would support such a Federal statute,

“If i thought,” said Mr. Beck, “that
the constitutional objections to a Federal
statute were insuperable, we shouldn't
bother to frame it. I firmly belleve that if
Congress enacts the law that is wanted such
8 law would stand the scrutiny of the Su-
preme Court, Of course, the only way to
bring the matter before the Supreme Court
is by means of such a law.

“We in this country are furthest behind
fn the matter of national control of the
insurance business,” went on Mr. Beok.
*In Australia they hava recently obtained
Federal control of insurance. In Ger-
many the control of insurance was taken
away from the varlous kingdoms and
principalities and centralized under the
imperial Government. Here fifty different
departments control insurance, and in
this country $300,000,000 worth of insur-
ance business is done annually.”

Mr. Peck added that provision could be
made to put insurance direction under
the Treasury Department or under any
other department, but the Dryden measure
would put it under the bureau of oor-
poratinns, which already deals more or less
with insurance so far as it is concerned
with interstate commerce.

The chief objection to Federal control
of insurance is expected to come from the
various States, whioh will claim a right to
control for themselves all insurance busi-
Ness transacted within their boundaries.
But it is pointed out that Federal control
would have to do only with the companies
doing an interstate business. Smaller
companies confined to single States would
8till ba controlled by the insurance laws
of those States.

Mr. Beck returned from the Hill in time
to ma"e the 4:20 train, so he did not have
to ta"e the special train back. Both
he and Senator Dpr.ycdon were greatly pleased
with the hearty support the sident
f;\‘e them in their endeavors to improve

surance conditions. .

“JUMP, TILLY, JUMP!"

Elephant Trainer Saves His Charge From
& Traln Wreek In Indiana.
INvraNaPoLIs, Aug. 16.—While standing
on 1ha main track of the Big Four Railroad
at ng,nk\-llle ,this moming, the train bearing
binson's circus was run into by a fast

freizht which was going thirty-five miles |

ai hour, Both enginee were demolished
and waveral of the cars of the cirous train
were thrown from the track. f heemployees
t'"‘"’ nearly all asleep at the time, and were
ﬁhNWn violently, from their bunks to ths
)"O'Mf the cars, and several of them were
adly injured. The engineers and firemen
aving waming of the oollision, jumped
and escaped.
{ha trainer of the trick elephant Tillie
“h"‘ in the oar with her, when he looked up
® road and saw the freight bearing down
i"ll"m the train. BSeeing it did not slacken
& sreed he called out “Jump, Tillle,

Jumg1»
'ihe elephant was used to the command
g the trainer, she jumgod and
t to the

&nd, obe
car as she Jea) from
Both escaped vmut injury save

ground.
8 slight sprain recelved by the elephant.

SUIT TO SWALLOW HARLEM.

The lnl'tlll Bite Is Made at One Kdge of
the Polo Grounds.

Willlam W. Delamster haa begun two
actions in the Bupreme Court to obtain
possession of property at 166th street and
Eighth avenue, where the Polo Grounds
are. The defendants in one action are
Thomas F. Brennan and Harrlet G, Coogan
and in the other the National Exhibition
Company and Mrs, Coogan, who is the wife
of James J, Coogan. Mrs. Coogan {s in
Newport just now, and Supreme Court
Justice Greenbaum granted permission
yesterday for the service of the summons
on her by mail and publication.

Delameter alleges that he formerly
owned in fee simple a one-hundredth
interest in the lot on which Brennan's
saloon stands, at the corner of 185th street,
and in the land that forms the Polo Grounds,
He transferred and deeded, he says, all
his right, title and interest therein to the
Union Association of Heirs of Harlem,
on March 14, 1901, but has been unable to
male a delivery of the property because
of the occupancy of the defendants. He
asks, therefore, that the court determine
the value of his interest and award him a
Judgment for that amount. A lis pendens
was flled against each plece of property
yesterday. "

These suits are supposed to be a new
move in the attempt of a number of hope-
ful persons to obtain possession of all
Harlem under an alleged deed dated back
aoouple of hundred years or more. Thomas
G. Bhearman is Delameter’s lawyer.

CROKER READY TO FORGIVE.

Won't Talk About Daughter's Elopement,
but Is in an Amiable Moed.

Spectal Cable Despatch to TRE SUN,

LONDON, Aug. 16.—It was evident to-day
that Richard Croker had received word
from his daughter, Florence, who is said to
have eloped from Aix-les-Bains with an
Italian. A correspondent of THE SUN saw
him to-day on his return from the raoces at
Kempton Park. Yesterday he was talka-
tive, but to-day was almost dumb. The
reporter asked him if he had any tidings
of his daughter. He answered, “I can’t
say."”

Mr. Croker was in & most amiabie mood.
He parried all questions in a non-committal
manner, smiling all the time.

From a friend of Mr. Croker it was
learned that he had received all the details
of his daughter’s escapade. He was aware
of her whereabouts, but the friend was as
secretive as the fagher and wouldn't say
where the runaways were except that they
were not in London. It is believed, judging
from Mr. Croker’s attitude, that if he finds
the Italian a suitable choice he will treat
the elopement as a romantic episode {llus-
trative of the tendency of a Croker to have
his own way. He certainly shows neither
grief nor anger.

WASH NATHAN HALE'S FACE.

Park Department Sudsmen Clean Up the
Patriot’s Statue.

Nathan Hale was forced yesterday to
submit to a bath and massage administered
by two employees of the Park Department,
They had two ladders, the shorter of which
was put up against the padestal. The
top of the other rested on the half bared
bosom of the young soldier. While one
of the men rubbed down the shapely legs
the other washed the face, using ‘soap and
water, and not seeming to care whether
or not the suds got in the eyes. A shifting
crowd of fifty or more persons was on Broad-
way in front of the hero all the afternoon.
The man on top of the ladder after wash-
ing the face rubbed it like a skilled masseur.,
Occasionally he patted the cheeks, causing
the crowd to smile. The publicity of the
exhibition attracted many persons who
saw the statue for the first time and got
up close to the City Hall Park fence to read
the inscription on the pedestal and find
out who Nathan Hale was. The strangers
observed that his, arms were bound and
that he could not have made his own toilet
if he would.

RUMORS OF A NEW ROGERS R. R.

Boston Hears That He Wil Control Bulk of
New England’'s Coal.

BosTON, Aug. 16.—A statement was cir-
culated in the financial district to-day
outlining what purports to be a scheme of
H. H. Rogers for bringing Pocahontas and
New River coal over a new rail and water
route to Boston, and distributing it through
New England.

It was said that the Massachusetts gas
companies would undoubtedly secure their
future coal supply from this source, and
that Mr. Rogers's affil'ations in New Eng-
land could get him contracts for supplying
the New York, New Haven and Hartford,
the Boston and Maine and Boston and
Albany railroads, the Boston elevated
railway and many large industrial con-
cerns with coal.

One feature mentioned was that Mr.
Rogers's new railroad—inoorporated in West
Virginia as the Deep Water Railroad and
in Virginia as the Tidewater Rallroad—
{s being built without outside financial as-
sistanoe, and will constitute an independent
line parallel to both the Norfolk and West-
emn and the Cheureake and Ohio, between
which lines the bulk of New England water
route ooal traffic is now divided.

It is asserted that this line will tap about
100,000 acres of coal land, which Mr. Rogu
now has in the New River district, and that
it will drop his coal at Norfolk, where it
is stated has aoquired extensive ter-

frals, ratory to bringing ocoal by
?vlatar tg) %m r’;v!th his ‘o}nwn line of

steamers and barges.
FIT OF DRESS IN DISPUTE.

Probation Officer Called as Expert Says
Skirt Was Not Made Properly.

Magistrate Baker was called upon in
the Harlem court yesterday to pass judg-
ment as to whether a woman's dress fitted,
Louis Pastor, a tailor, of 126 Lenox avenue
was there on a summons obtained by Mrs.
E. D. Rose of 188 East 101st street,

Mrs. Rose said that she gave Pastor a
plece of black voile cloth several weeks
ago to make ugﬂl.nto a dress, and that she
bad called at place seven times and
demanded the dress, but he would not
deliver it to her. Bhe then went to court
and got the summons, Pastor said that
he had been a tailor for twenty-five years,
and he knew his business. The M trate
called Mrs. HaAulﬂ the probation officer
of the court, and to! her to go in his private
room and try on the skirt, Ebedid-o,and
reported that it was not made right on one

Mrs. Rose then demanded the goods, but
the tailor said that he would not give them
she paid him 84 for the work he
trate then ordered

skirt fit or return

the clof The tallor said the skirt was
all right, but he would not do any more
work on drees unless he got his money.

He was then ordered to return it to Mrs.
Roee, which he did, much against his wishes.

e —————
iasist mpon lnylu Burnett® Vaalllg.—Alv

JEWS HAVE DR.DEWEY'S SCALP

PLEDGED TO RESIGN LIBRARY
DIRECTORSHIP BEFORE DEC. 31.
Printed Ciroular Defending Lake Placid
Club and Its Methods Results in His
Downfall-Regents Expect te Name
Sucoessor at Their Ootober Meeting.

ALBANY, Aug. 16,—Jewish opposition to
Melvil Dewey has accomplished what
every other influence exerted frequently
during the last ten years, failed to procure.
Dr. Dewey is pledged to resign before
Deo. 81, as director of the SBtate Library,
which pays a salary of $5,000,

This fact was learned to-day, when it
was reported that the Btate Board of Re-
gents already had Dr. Dewey's resignation.
Investigation developed that Dr. Dewey
at the June meeting of the Loard
was informed that he would have
until Dec. 81, to wind up his library
work, and retire from the BState's ser-
vice. Last April, Mr. Dewey, was heard
by the Regents on a complaint of promi-
nent Jews that he had refused to admit
Jews as guests or members of his Lake
Placid Club, in the Adirondacks.

The Jews were much stirred up over this
at the time and Regent Edward Lauterbach
and Louis Marshall of New York oity
carried the matter before the Regents,
with the result that Dr. Dewey was told
to be good, after he had eaid that no re-
flection upon Jews had been intended.

Shortly afterward a printed circular was
distributed in certain circles purporting
to sustain Mr. Dewey's position on the
Jewish charges. This oiroular embraced
newspaper extracts decidedly more anti-
Jewish than the sentiments originally
charged against Dr. Dewey.

As a result the whole queation was opened
up again at the June meeting of the Regenta
under the leadership of Regent Lauterbach,
and the board then announoced its ulti-
matum to Dr. Dewey. It is expected Dr.
Dewey will resign in time to permit the
Board of Regents to accept his resignation
at its October meeting.

Dr. Dewey has had quite a tempeatous
career since he entersd the State's service
in 1888. His ability, assiduity and in-
tegrity never have been questioned, but
he never was what politiclans term a good
“mixer,” and as a result his official life has
been strewn with many thorns and bram-
bles.

He weathered all storms, however, be-
cause of his exceptional ability, until he
got caught in the squalls caused by the
educational unification fight, when he re-
tired as secretary of the State Board of
Regents, though remaining as director of
the State Library.

BIG DYNAMITE EXPLOSION.

Three Killed and Many Injured Near San
Francisco.

SAN FRaNcisco, Aug. 18.—In a terrifio
eiplosion a¢ the Judson dynamite works
near Point Richmond, this afternoon three
men were killed and many were injured.
Fire from the wrecked buildings spread
rapidly, and just before 8 o’clock a second
explosion occurred, completely demolish-
ing the works. Scores of rescuers were at
work at the time of the second explosion,
and it is feared that the list of dead and in-
jured may be very great. San Francisco
was shaken by the explosion and windows
were broken by the force of the concussion.

The dead are: W. R. Endris, foreman of
the nitroglycerin mixing house; Charles
Olsen, employed in the mixing house, and
Herman Felix, another employee.

Supt. Nelson, Foreman Kruger and E. A,
Bowell organized a fire brigade and braved
great dangers in an effort to prevent the
flames from communicating to surrounding
buildings and, for & time their heroic work
seemed destined to be successful, but the
second explosion caused even greater havoc.

Fifty or more employees of the works
were fighting the fire caused by the first
explosion when the second came. Many of
them were crowded around the house that
blew up, the nitroglycerin storage house,
and the death list may be swelled.

SHOT A BROTHER COP.

Accident at Police Practise in Fourteenth
Regiment Armory, Brooklyn.

While Patroiman Thomas F. Powers of
the Fourth street station, Long Island
City, was being taught how to fire his re-
volver, at the Fourteenth Regimentarmory,
Brooklyn, yesterday afternoon, by a police
instructor, he accidentally shot Patrolman
John McLaughlin of the same station in
the knee. The wounded man is in Seney

Hospital.
FLIER WRECK BLAME PLACED.

Coroner Orders Arrest of Telegraph Opera-
tor for Twentieth Century Train Crash.

CLEVELAND, Ohio, Aug. 16,—Coroner
Siegelstein to-night rendered his verdict
in the investigation of the wreck of the
Lake Shore's Twentieth Century limited,
at Mentor, Ohjo, on June 21, and recom-
mended that Walter F. Minor, the tele-
graph operator at that station, be held for
manslaughter.

The Coroner charges that he opened the
switch which caused the disasfer.

Nineteen persons lost their lives and over
a score were injured in the wreok. Coroner
Siegelstein in his verdict says in part:

“I find thai the sald switoh was opened
by Walter F. Minor, the night telegraph
operator in charge of the station. I reach
this finding by deduction, i.e.: After hav-
ing read over the notes on the testimony
uﬁan at the Painesville inquest, which I
attended, and the testimony taken at m
own inquest, I find that the time, accord-
ing to obeervations taken'b is office,
from which the headlight of the Twentieth
Cent Limited train is reen approachin
from the degot platform at Mentor unt
it reaches the switch is a maximum of
thirty-one seconds.

“During this brief time, if Mr. Minor did
not throw the switch on the night of June
21, and another person did, then that per-
son must have appeared at the switch from
some unknown place, unlocked the lock
with a key, removed the lock, taken the
coupling pin out, turned the switch, uti zh:

oc

cou llnﬁ ?ln in piace again, placed t

in tqw ole of t coupun%pin. locked the
lock, and disappeared—a physical impossi-
bility, in my opinion. !

*Hence I can only come to the conclu-
sion, which is reinforced by,other points of
evidence, that Walter F. Minor opened the
switch, but whether. he -%Lgl 80 of his own
volition or by telegraphic ‘orders of a su-
perior officer, I am not prepared to say.”

Latest Marine Intelligenoe.

Arrived: Ss. Celtlc Princesa, Philadelphia, Aug. 15;
Sa. Clenfuegos, Clenfuegos, Aug. 9.

DEWEY'S “BRUT-CUVEE" CHAMPAGNE.

One bottle will conviuce you of its superiority,

H.T. Dewey & Soas Cu., 13 Fultoa 8t., New York,
[

ATTEMPT ON EMPRESS'S LIFE,

Chinese Soldicr Tries to Kill the Dowager,
but Falls,
Spectal Cable Despatch to TS SUN,

BERLIN, Aug. 16.—A despatch to the
Frankfurter Zeitung from Tientsin says that
as the Dowager Fmpress was leaving the
northwest gate in a litter on her way to
the summer palace a man in the uniform of
a soldier attempted to kill her. A soldler
of the Imperial Guard promptly bayoneted
him. The Empress was unhurt.

S—————
CORTELYOU TO SEE PRESIDENT.

Believed the Treasury Portfolio Will Be
Tendered to Him To-day., ‘

OvsTER BAY, Aug. 'te.—Postmaster-
General Cortleyou is expected here to-
morrow to confer with the President. The
nature of the oconferenoce is not definitely
known, but it is believed that the President
will tender to Mr. Cortelyou the Treasury
portfolio, to be taken after Becretary Shaw
retires in February.

KNEIPP CURE FOR JOHN D,

Rookefeller Walks Barefoet Through the
Dewy Grass Each Memrn.

CLEVRLANT, Ohio, Aug. 10.—In an effort
to regain his health John D. Rockefeller, i
the ofl king, has resorted to the Kneipp
oure. Every morning early he slips out
of the kitchen door barefooted and wanders
through the grass, still laden with dew.

The first morning Mr. Rookefeller stole
through the kitchen and wandered over the
dewy lawn, the servants and employees
gazed at him in amazement. Now they
have become ‘accustomed to it,and every
morning make it a point to be near the
kitchen door to see him emerge in barefeet
and walk quietly through the wet grass.
His feet are tender and occasionally he
strikes some hard substance and then
ejaculates an “oh” and continues, laughing
at the sacrifice he is making for health's
sake,

TAFT VISITS NEGROS ISLAND.

Americans Inspect & Large Sugar Planta-
tlon There.
Spectal Cadble Despatches to TRR SUN,

I101L0, Aug. 18.—Thirty-five members
of Congress and Secretary Taft made the
journey to the island of Negros to-day on
a coast guard cutter and landed on a huge
surf raft. They visited a large sugar plan-
tation, observed the proceeses of planting
and milling and exhaustively questioned the
planters.

MANTLA, Aug. 16.—Hongkong and Canton
are preparing elaborate entertainments
in honor of Becretary Taft and his party.
The Governor General of Hongkong and
the Viceroy of Canton will give banquets
in honor of the visitors.

The Dowager Empress is anxious to know
if Miss Roosevelt will visit Pekin.

LOOMIS SAYS HE'LL RESIGN.

Expects to Take a Diplomatio Post, But
Dosen’t Knnw Where.

SPRINGFIELD, Ohio, Aug. 16.—Francis B,
Loomis, Aseistant Secretary of BState, to-
day saw the report from Lenox, Mass.,
that Col. W. C. Banger is to be made Assis-
tant Becretary of State when Mr. Root
assumes the portfoli>. Mr. Loomis indicated
his intention to resign form the State De-
partment. He also said that upon leaving
his present position he expects to take
a diplomatic post, and that at present he
has no idea to what country he will be as-
signed. His statement is as follows:

“I know little or nothing of a definite
pature ooncerning the report that Col.
Willlamn Carey Sanger is to be selected by
Secretary Root to succeed me when I
resign to go abroad, as I hope to do. 1 do
know Col. Banger. He is an excellent man,
and was a very efficient Assistant Secretary
of War under Mr. Root, whode personal
friend of long standing he is.

“Their relations are of an intimate charao-
ter, and I should think Cosl. S8anger the type
of man Mr. Root would most desire for his
chief lieutenant in important official work

requiring the peculiar close confidential rela- |

tion between principal and subordinate
which the careful administration of foreign
affairs renders necessary.

KEPT IN CASKET WITH SNAKES.

Supposed Wife of Hypnotist Rescued at
Soclety Women’s Instance.

SPRINGFIELD, Aug. 16,—Prof, Seldenberg,
of New York, was arrested to-night on com-
plaint of several society women of the city,
headed by Mms. E. 8, Kelly, a millionaire’s
wife, on the charge of keeping his supposed
wife under hypnotic power in a casket of
reptiles against her will,

Mms. Florence Baldwin, upon visiting
Spring Grove Park, learned that this woman
exclaimed before she was put under the
spell last Monday: “Oh, if I had someone
to help me.” 8he is afraid of snakes, but
notwithstanding this she is compelled by
the professor lie in the casket all the
week, covered with crawling snakes.

The protest signed by the society women
obtained by Mrs. Baldwin urged the polide
to aid the humane society to arrest Prof.
Siedenberg under a health regulation,
urﬁ‘l;ng that the woman's health was bein
ru by being subjected to such a tes
and that the reptiles were fllthy.

The police and Dr. D. W, Spence of the
humane society, arrested Prof. Sieden-
heni to-night, and the woman was given
in ¢ Argo re. Baldwin. She will be kept
from the professor until she comes out
;’rom lt'.ho hypnotic spell and can speak for

erself.

TRIED TO WRECK STATE PIER.

Man Fscapes From Sanatorium
and Wields a Crowbar.

BaBYLON, L. I, Aug. 16,—The State pier
was damaged to-day by John Seymour, 24
years old, a patient at Muncie's sanatorium,
who escaped from custody. Seymour is a
resident of Wantagh. He has been under
treatment for some times but never showed
any signs of violence until to-day.

He escaped and wandered to the pier
which has belonged to the Government
of the State since Gov. Flower purch
the Fire Island Hotel for quarantine pur-

0ses years ago, Beymour obtained a
ever and began ripping the pier to pieces.
He had succeeded in making quite a hole
in the flooring whan an officer responded
to an alarm and took him in custody.

Seymour was arraigned before Justice
Cooper, who later paroled him in the custody
of his father. Beymour-n(rpetrs to have
a delusion that the State doesn't own ihe
pler and that it should be destroyed.

Reported by Marconi Wireless,

Steamship Baltic, eighty-five miles east
of Nantucket lightship, at 10 P, M., weet-
bound.

18 HOURS TO CHICAGO OVER
ROCK BALLAST,

The “Pennsylvania Speclal” gives the nenger
a quick transfer from New York to Chlcago be-
tween business hours over a smooth, dusticss road-

Young

bed.—aav.

ENVOYS NOW AT
CRITICAL STAGE.

Bogin To-day a Discussion
of Japan's Domands for
Land and Money.

——

HOPE OF PEACE NOT GONE.

Japanese Spokesman Believes
Agreement Will Be Reached.

All Minor Conditions Accepted—Japanese
to Control Chinese KEastern Rallread
From Port Arthur to Within Ten Miles
of Harbin—Bellef That Japanese Ene
voys Are Ready to Modify Some of the
Demands in Order to Secure a Treaty
—Their Insistence on Secreocy of the
Conference Debate Sustains This View.

PorrsMouTH, N. H., Aug. 16.—In the
face of generally gloomy forecast, the pre-
diction is hazarded that the peace con-
ference will not end disastrously with the
week now only half finished. From the
first the prophets of evil have contended
daily that the exchanges between the en-
voys of Russia and Japan were a mere
matter of hours, but the trend of events
has demonstrated that the two belligerenta
have entrusted their affairsto men who
are alive to the heavy responsibilities im-
posed upon them by their imperial masters
and are honestly and conscientiously striv-
ing to perform their duty according to
their respective lights.

They have displayed a temper in the
face of trying circumstances that com-
mands respect and admiration, and when
they have shown that if the worst should
come and the worst means a resumption
of hostilities, their work may be measured
in the balance of public opinijon and not
found wanting.

To-night, after two long sessions, broken
only by a recess of short duration, the
envoys are comforted by the knowledge
that they have done much that is worthy
of praise. To-morrow the tug of war will
be bagun, and judzed by what has passed
it will not be a struggle of short duration,
but will be fought with bulidog perse-
verance by all concerned until there is a
decision or a draw.

Of the twelve conditions precedent to
peace laid down by Japan upon the second
day qf the conference seven have been
adjusted practically by unanimous agree-
ment between the envoys. The two seseions
to-day were devoted entirely to articles
7 and 8 of the Japanese terms, both of which
related to the demand of Japan for the
possession of the Eastern Chinese Railway,
a Russian institution, for the distance
between Port Arthur and Harbin. An
agreement was reached before the second
session ended except upon one minor
point, which does not promise an obstacle
to a complete understanding

Under articles 7 and 8, adopted to-day,
provision is made for the future control of
the Eastern Chinese Railway both in Siberia
and Manchuria. The agreement provides
that Japan shall control the road from Port
Arthur to within ten miles of Harbin, and
Russia shall have control from that point
to Viadivostok.

CRITICAL ISSUES TO-DAY.

Tle remaining articles, four in number,
will te taken up to-morrow. They are all
related in the sense of being punitive, and
there is a disposition on the part of the
envoys to regard them as capable of con-
sideration for general discussion.

Article V., \which concerns the Japanese
demand for the cession of S8akhalin Island
and was passed over yesterday by mutual
consent after the envoys found they could
not agree, is one of the remaining points in
dispute. The others relate to the demand
of Japan for remuneration for the cost of
the war, the limitation of Russian naval
strength in the Pacific, the transfer of fish-
ing rights at the mouth of the Amur River
to Japan and, it is surmised, the possession
of interned Russian ships or. the grant of
commercial privileges at Vladivostok.

It is useless at this time to attempt to
forecast what the outcome of the con-
sideration of these remaining articles will
be. Newspaper readers shouid understand
that the details of the conference have
never become known. Only a few scattered
facts have appeared in a myriad of specula-
tive assertion, What has been said by the
plenipotentiaries in their daily deliberations
has not been furnished to the press, so well
have those who were present observed the
spirit of their compact to refrain from talk-
ing. It is true that certain things have
Jeaked out,and the opportunity for intelli-
gent disoussion of the business before the
oconference has been afforded by significant
although somewhat indefinite remarks,
but there has been no full underatanding
given of the arguments of either side.

How useless it is in these oonditions to
say that the conference will end within a
day or two is apparent io the intelligent
mind, But, it may be added, even the envoys
do not know what the outocome will be, or
at lanst the Russian envoys do not, if they
are honest in what they have told those
who possesa their confidence.

As for the Japanese, they are saying
nothing. They possess the key to the diffi-
cult situation. But whether they will use
it to unlock the door to peace ia something

that only they themselves are able to ex-
plain. They have hidden themselves be-
hind an inscrutable veil that defies the pene-
tration of the European and the Occidental
mind and abllity. *

There are reports, which are aocepted
oonfidently in some quarters, that the
Rusaians have never been for peace and are
only going through the form of negotiation
out of respect to the President of the United
Otates, who brought them here, and regard
for the opinfon of the world. To believe
thesse mere rumors {s to place Mr. Witte
and Baron Rosen in the category of common
hypocrites and they oertainly have not
created that impression of their characters
by their conduct since they have been in
Portamouth. It is true that they have been
pessimistio from the first as to the outcome
of the exchanges, but there are indications
to-night that they are inolined to be hopé-
ful. There seems to be every reason for
the assumption that they are willing tp
make peace if it can be secured without a
loss of Ruselan pride and honor.

Granting that the Russian envoys are
sinoerely anxious to arrange a treaty for
the resumption of relations with their
enemy, a heavy responsibility must rest
upon the Japanese plenipotentiaries in
the conduct of the negotiations from now
on. Upon them more than upon their
adversaries depends the adjustment of
the question whether there shall be peace
or war, What they intend to do nobody
knows outaide of the limited Japanese
circle. They may have a great surprise in
store, but they are conveying no hint of it.

It is not beyond the bounds of reason or
possibility that if the worst comes to the
worst and the Portsmouth conference is
on the point of ending abortively they
will show a magnanimity that will appeal
to the heart of the civilized world and
place the little people of the East upon a
higher pedestal than their wonderful
powers as soldiers and sallors have given
them the right to occupy.

ALL CAUSES OF THE WAR REMOVED,

In all this whirl of speculation and un-
certainty surrounding the outcome of the
peace negotiations, the fact has been ap-
parently overlooked that already the Jap-
anese have gained every concession which
they sought from Rusaia prior to the out-
break of hostilities. Not a single thing
for which Japan contended in the days
when Russian iroops occupled Manchurla
and threatened the Corean border has been
withheld by the Czar's plenipotentiaries
in the week of negotiation that has passed
at Portsmouth. Russia has consented to
recognize the preponderance of Japan's
influence {n Corea. Bhe has agreed to
guarantee the integrity of China and to
accept the principle of the open door. Bhe
has promised perforce to withdraw her
troops from Manchuria. In fact,she has
given her pledge to leave China and Corea
alone in the future, and never again to
menace the peace and territory of Japan.

These were the things for which Japan
went to war after declaring that she Bad no
other purpose than to preserve her own
country from the danger of Russia's am-
bitious schemes. More than that, Japan
has come into her own again through her
success at Port Arthur, and she now ocontrols
the Liaotung peninsula, whioh Russia ooou-
pied and virtually owned, and the great
rallway which gave the Russians access to
the sea at all seasons of the year. It will
be seen from the above statement of what
has been acoomplished at the Portamouth
conference that ail the disputes which led
to the bloody Far Eastern war have been
adjusted to the satlsfaction of Japan. The
other demands made by the Tokio Govern-
ment as conditions precedent to peace were
the outcome of hostilities, and are all of a
punitive nature. Japan through her envoys
at Portsmouth has secured promises from
Russia that the danger that arose from
the oooupation of Chinese territory by the
Crar's foroes shall never threaten again.
She knows that she has nothing more to
fear from the Slavio peril.

WILL JAPAN YIELD BOMETHING?

In these circumstances it is not un-
patural to ask whether the Japanese really
intend to throw away the remarkable suc-
cess they have attalned at Portamouth,
refusing to deviate one jota from the letter
of the additional demands which they
have made, none of them existing prior
to the war and nearly all of a punitive or
humiliating character.

It is very generally asserted that the
Japanese conditions represent the irre-
ducible minimum of that Government's
demands and that all of them must be
accepted in their entirety to insure peaoce.
But Japan's envoys have shown on more
than one occasion since the negotiations
were begun that they weare willing to com=
promise if the neocessity existed. Russia
has, in fact, gained one or two points, and
the articles of the treaty so far as it has
been completed do not follow in exact, or,
in some cases, in general terms, the lan-
guage of the Japanese demands, which,
according to popular understanding, must
to insure peace be accepted by Russia with-
out the change of & word.

So strong was the belief in Japan's in-
tentions to withdraw from the conference
if her demands were not instantly ancepted
by the Russian envoys that the decision of
the latter to submit ocounter propositions
was regarded very generally as an ending
of the negotiations. When Russia's counter
proposals were handed to Baron Komura
and Mr. Takahira thay aaked only a few
hours in which to submit an answer. All
the wiseacres knew then that the end had
oome. They ocould see no other result
from Russia's refusal to aoccept Japan's
*irreducible minimum® of demands. In
those unoertain and trying few hours be-
tween the presentation of Russia’s counter
proposals and the time when Japan was to
submit her answer, it was freely predioted

.

T

here in Portsmouth that the peace confer-
ence would be over before the sun had set,
The Russlans firmly believed that the end
had been reached.

But when the oonference reassembled
Baron Komura and Mr. Takahira did not
hand an ultimatum to Mr. Witte and Baron
Rosen. They made no answer at all,
They sald merely: ‘Let us talk it over.®
They are still talking it over, and the longer
they talk the stronger is the prospect of &
sucoessful outoome. It will be seen,from
this that the Japanese envoys did not come
to Portsmouth merely to say “accept our
demands without change or the wadr shall
go on.” They have verified the words of
the astute Mr. Satp, their official mouth-
plece: “We came here to discuss peace,
not to dictate terins.” They are appar-
ently imbued with the spirit of compro-
mise, and there is no reason to lose hope of
an amicable adjustment.

The Japanese envoys have been criticized
for their insistence upon the observance
of secrecy as to everything occurring in
the conference room, They were firm upon
this point in the face of probable knowledge
that the Russian envoys were anxious to
give as great publicity as possible to the
proceedings: It has dawned upon the
world recently that there is a reason for
everything the Japanese do, and in this
may be found the explanation of Baron
Komura and Mr. Takahira's desire to
close the mouths of themselves and their
adversaries by a solemn pledge not to talk
of the peace deliberations to those not
officially concerned.

If the Japanese envoya thought it mizht
become advisable to recede from some
of the conditions they laid down at the be-
ginning of the conference, they were anxious
naturally to prevent the world and pare
tioularly their own people from detecting
wherein they had given way to the Rus-
gians. This could only be accomplished
by keeping strictly secret the ‘language
of Japan's demands, for if a treaty should be
concluded, it will become public property
and the chance of comparison would be
afforded.

The very fact that Japan refused to have
her conditions known to all other nations
is regarded by those whose opinion is worthy
of mention as evidence that she has in-
tended from thé first to make peace at
Portsmouth if Russia showed a reason-
able spirit, and had made her terms un-
neceasarily severe in order to be in a position
to compromise.

BATO EXPECTS PEACE.

The unquestionable Mr. Sato said some~
thing to-night that must be regarded as
distinctly encouraging. '

_*It is my unqualified personal opinion,®
he said, “that there will be peace.”

Mr. Sato never made so definite a state-
ment before, and while his words were
given as a purely unofficial utterance their
significance cannot be overlooked at this
time of uncertainty as to what the Jap-
anese envoys intend to do and particularly
because they come from a man as cautious
and as discreet as Mr. Sato.

OMEN OF PEACE.
Odessa Ko Accepts Countermanding of
Orders to Go to the Front.
Special Cabdle Despatch to THR SUN.
LoNDON, Aug. 17.—The corresponden$
of the Standard at Odessa telegraphs that

the departure to the front of the recently:

mobilized southwestern infantry division
has been temporarily countermanded, This
is popularly interpreted as an omen of peace.

RUSSIAN ATTACKS FAIL.

Two Clashes In Manchuria in Which the
Losses Were Small.
Speclal Cable Despatch to THR SUN.

Tok1o, -Aug. 16.—A battalion of Russiam
infantry and two squadrons of cavalry,
with fourteen guns, attacked Ershilipao,
in Manchuria, eight miles ncrth of Changtu,
on the morning of Aug. 14. They were
repulsed. The Rusian loss was thirty-five,
There was only one Japanese casualty.

Three companies of Russian infantry
and two sguadrons of cavalry were re-
pulsed eight miles northwest of Changtu,
leaving ten oorpses on the field. A small
attack upon Miwanpaomiao was also re-
pulsed.

R.R. TUG AGROUND, CARS ADRIFT,

Smaller Tugs Recapture & Floating Freigh¢!

Traln, '

Transfer tug No. 8 of ‘the New York
and New Haven Railroad went aground
at 7:30 last evening 500 yards off the north
ghore of North Brother Island. She was
northbound, hauling against the wind and
tide two barges, each carrying twelve
loaded freight cars.

Capt. Albert Palenius had just passed
through the curving channel between
South Brother and North Brother. The
barges, it is thought, impelled by the wind
and tide, carried him out of his oourse.
The tug's port bow struck a rock about
where the Chester W. Chapin went aground
last year. A hole was stove in the bow
and the tug listed badly to port. She
would have ocapsized, the captain says,
had he not promttlg cut the barges loose,

Distress signa rought six other New
Haven tugs and the wrecking apparatus,
but it was not until 10 o'clock that the tug
was Otpg% Murtl;‘vhllo the orew g: t};v:
were usy at the pumps, water hay
invaded the engine roo:ﬂs and kitchen,
Tae lighter tugs went after the barges and
secured them by passing out hawsers in
rowboats,

DIVED INTO TANGLE OF WIRE.

How Two Little Bathers Came to Be
Drowned Off Willlamshurg on Tuesday.

The bodies of the two eight-year-old
boys, Joseph Kastawick and Peter Daly,
of 116 Wythe avenue, Willlamsbhurg, who
were drowned in the East River on Tues-
day while bathing near the North Eleventh
street pier, were recovered with grappling
irons by Frank Whalen of 80 Kent avenue
and Joseph Hayes of #7 North Ninth street
last evening. Both bodies were found
mn%ed up in a network of wire which lay
on the bed of the river.

This satisfled the police that when the
boys dived headfiret off the pier on Tuee-
day their arms and legs caught in the wire
and they were unable to extricate them-
selves, Whalen and Hayes, were in igno-
ranoe of the presence of the tangled mass
of wire in the water until their grap,
frons caught a grip on Kastawick’s body.

It was only with the test difficulty
that the bodiesiwere freed from the wire,
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